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Jew, as a person, you must know the TCRAHe It teaches you
your Jewish ristory., It teaches you how t0 live a: & “umun
beinge"

I beliove I have started In thls direction, and T hope
I can follow the road of TORAE for the rest of my 1ifGeaas

I wish to thank abbi Radinsky and my parents for
making s0 many good and important things possible for me.
And T wish to thank all of you for coming tris evening to
share my Bar Mitzvah with me =e my grandmothers and other

relatives, our friends -- all @§§ of you:





image1.png
Jeft Pleld -- 1

SYALOM and GOOD TVENTHGS

Some people have said that you can extract almost aNye
thing from almost eny rortion of the TORAY to prove s rmillion
and one possible positions, Many of these "positions" seem
to contradict each other. Over the yesrs wise men have tried
to come to an understanding of these seeming contradictiona,
In every period of history learned men have attempted to
re-interpret the atories of the TORAHW In order to make the
lessons that the stories teach meaningful to their own age,

Others have used the TORAH merely to prove a passing
peintt Recently, for example, in that famous play and movie,
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF, Perchik, the socialistic sultor of
Hodel, Tevyets second eligible daughter, uses my Bar-Mitzveh
portion, VAYYETZE, to teach Tevyets daughter a point he wanted
to makes In my TORAM portion we learn how Jacob worked for
Lsban for ssven years in order to win Rachel, whom he loved
very muche At the end of seven years Jacob received not
Rachel, but Leah, Laban's older dsuphter, whom he didn't
love. To win Rachel, Jacob would have to work yet another
8evVen years...sAccording to Perchik, this only goes to
prove that in a capitalistic society the working msn is
always being exploited,

More recently an article in the JERUSALEM POST attemrted
to give a PORTHAIT OF T"E YOUNG ISRAELI. Along the way Dr,

Chaim Adler of the Department of Sociclogy of the Hebrew
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University drew upon the story of Jacob and Zsau to justify
the crhesating 1n the univers ty by the young Sabras. Professor
Adler put 1%t this way: "But it is said that they cheat and
copy in examinations, Personally, I do not think that this
is so terrihle e crime: It began when Adam hsd to answer
questions about the apple, and the tradition was carried on
when Jacob swindled Esau out of his birthright. Cheating
is universal,” So said Dr. Adler. And so 1t goes,

I do not propose to discuss this Sedra {or portion)
of the TORAH as simnly an anecdote used to prove a passing
point, but to try to understand i1te true meaning. It so
heppens that when one studies for his Bar Mitzvah undor
3abbl Hadinsky one comes to an sxploration of the assigned
portion of the THHA" only after a number of preliminary
chores have supposedly heen mastered,

As 1 studled T became increasingly aware of what the
Sabbatr service meant in tho context of Judaism, and it was
only later that T begen to sense two thingss 1) In Judaism
each Sebbath (or Shabbat) consists of tradition, ritual,
and one's fundspmental ldentity ms a Jew and a human beings
2) Each weekly Ssdra (o~ portion) of the TCRAH reveals vet
another aspect of one!s overall Judalism, I finally came to
reslize that my assipgned portion of the TCRAF, even thouph
it was Interesting as a dramatic Biblicel story, involved

much more in the context of Judaism,
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Although I'm only 13 years old, and not a Hlble scholar,
1 would 1ike to stare with you some of my thoughts on the
Jacob Storye And MHere T have to adrilt th:at my corments siem
from a few definite sources: My own reading of the Jacob
Story and commentaries on 1t, and my discussions with Habbi
Radinsky¥, my father, and my mother.

My Sedra relates Jacob!'s troubles, His troubles stem
nainly from his being triocked by everyonse, Laban, Jacobts
uncle, tricked Jecob out of getting Rachel as his wife =--
and he got lLeah instead, And Jacob had to labor seven nmore
years in order to get Rachel’s hand in marrliage. Then
anottier trick played by Laban wes when Jacob asked Laban 1if
he could leave with his wives and children and go to Caanan,
Leban told Jescob he couldn't leave because he had to continue
working for him., And while Jecob was working for Laban,
Laban played still another trick on Jacob; he kept changing
Jacobts wages,.

We may ask why 1t was thgt Jscob of all people =-- ona
of our Patriarchs -- was always being tricked, Maybe the
answer lies in his past, when he tricked Ksau out of »is
fatherts bleasing, At that time he acquired a reputation as
a trickster, People thoughtt "Well, he's a trickster who
has played tricks on hgs brother Essauy so it won't do any

harm to play tricks on him too. It will serve him right."
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But perhaps we should ask ourselves alao -- Didn't
Essau deserve to be tricked? Did he really earn his father's
blessing in te first place? I would have to say —- wol
Although he was Isaacts preferred son, he did not belleve in
and have faith in GeD =-- as Jacob dide Nor was he moral,

This is illustrated by the wey Essau gave his birthright
sway to Jacob, FRasau had just corme back from huntlng, and
he was hungry, thirsty, and faint, and he saw Jacob making
pottage, and he asked Jacob for somee Jacob refused --
unless Easau would give him his birthrights Essau was
unooncernsd with Judaiam, and said he himself cculd be killed
anytime hunting, so his birthright would be of no use to
him snyway -- and therefors he gave it away to Jacob,

There 1a another area we should consider: 'While
Rlebekah was still pregnant with her twins, %Tssau and Jacob,

G=d told her: "Two nations are in thy womb, and two peorle

shall be aseparated from thy bowels, and one people shall be
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the younger." So, in other words, G-d had told Tehekah

even before her sons were born who was to get the blessing,

So, was Jacob really stealing the blesaing? NO! Recause
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it was rightfully his, But we can dring up the point thut
maybe he went about getting the blessing in the wrong wave
wWhy dld ne 11e to his father about his being Zsssu, and why
dld he pretend to be Gssau instead of just sitting down dth
Rebekah and Isaac and expleining that as far as Lo was
concerned for the sake of Judalsm he, Jacob, shoul:d recelve
the blessing? (It mignt be mentioned too thet trers 1 some
evidence thaet Isaac actually knew he was (g being trickad
by Jscob -- and not dealing with Essau,)

Almo, what sort of blessing d4id Jacob trick his father
Isaac into giving him? T would have to say, a pretty worthlass
blessing, The only thing he tricked Bssau out of was a
blessing for materiel rossessions, FPor instance, planty of
food and the best places of the earth, Was thiz w-at Jacob
real’y wanted? I don't think so, T think he wanted the
blessing that came from Abrsham -- that is, that he, Jacob,
should inherit the bond which G-d gave to the Jews., 8o it
seems that Jacob went @geeto all this troubls tb trick Essau
out of a worthless blessinge And Jacob payed for it in his
later life,

When Jacob left from Beerskeva to go to Mesepatamia

where he was to marry one of his motherts cousins (Labants

dsughter), his father did give him the real and meaningful

blessing concerning the covenant with Abratam and the

inheritance of the land of Israele




image6.png
Jeff FPleld -~ 6

From this we may perhaps see that Jacob should hLave
walted and should not nave resorted to trickery to obtain a
worthless blessing. It seems that his fat er had lntended
to give him the real bleasing all slong, What was the result
of Jacobts hasty action? It was to glve him a bad reputation
for which he was to suffer all his life, From that time on
everycne branded him a trickster and a cheater -- trus he
was someone whom they could in turn cheats Jsoob jumped to
conclusions without first checking the kind of blessing
Issac was going to glve Fssau, And because impatient Jacob
stooped to trickery of a serious kind, he suffered for the
rest of his life,

I hore that I will slways remember the lessons of my
Bar Mitzveh Sedra. PFrom my ancestor Jacob I hope T will have
learned something og::iils of cheating and trickery and the
virtue of patience and honestys

These ars only a few of the meanings and lessons that
emerge from the story of Jacob and Easeu. And, of course,
the TORAY taken a8 a whola is both a religion and a school,

One important tims for me when I was in Ysrasl two
years ago was when T met with the first Prime Minister of
Israel -- David RBen Gurlon -- at his Kibbutz home, Sde Noker.
He talked with me and my family for an hour, "Do you study
Jowish History?" he asked mese I told him I took Hebrew

lessons in Lafayette, Indlsna, "Good, " he sald, "As s




